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iPhone 6 Plus Won 41% of
Phablet Market After One
Month of Sales
The last couple of months have proven that the critics were
right after all: Apple simply needed to make an iPhone with a
bigger screen to storm the smartphone market. New research
from Kantar demonstrates just how true this is. By the end
of the quarter ending in October of this year, the Cupertino
company had already nabbed a whopping 41 percent of the
so-called “phablet” category.
Consider that date. The device had only been around for about
a month by the time the quarter ended, which points to just
how quickly Apple managed to catch up with its competitors
in the category. “Phablets” (a portmanteau of “phone” and
“tablet”) consist of smartphones with screens measuring 5.5
inches of more, and they currently account for 10 percent of
all smartphone sales in the US. Surprisingly, Kantar’s data
suggests that only 9 percent of the new iPhone 6 Plus owners
are former Android users. Despite that percentage, chief
competitor Samsung clearly struggled to keep up during the
same quarter, as the company’s Galaxy S5 accounted for only
22 percent of sales while the older S4 only achieved around
12 percent.
But for Apple adherents, bigger most definitely seems to be
better. A full 50 percent of iPhone 6 Plus buyers claimed size
was their main consideration when buying the device. And
60 percent of iPhone 6 buyers reported the same. Indeed, the
iPhone 6 is no slouch itself, as it accounted for 33 percent of
all new iOS device sales for the quarter.

Apple News - Q & A
7:00 p.m.
Panera Bread
Crossgates Common, Albany

There will be no December Meeting because of the
Holidays. The next GAAB Meeting will be Thurusday,
January 13, 2015.

Meeting: January 13, 2015
7:00 PM
Panera Bread
161 Washington Ave Ext, Albany, NY
A map can be found at the GAAB website at
http://applebyters.com/index.php/meeting-information/
meeting_map/
	
  

	
  
Discussion: Topics to be presented by members
News from Apple including Yosemite and iOS8 Updates
GAAB Help Desk: Bring your questions to the meeting
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Apple
Ambassador

The Greater Albany Apple Byters is an Apple
Computer User Group. Meetings are held the second
Wednesday of each month (except July and August)
in Room 212 of Troy High School, located on Burdett
Avenue, Troy, NY.

by John Buckley

Annual membership fee is $10.00. Membership privileges include this newsletter, access to a large public
domain software and video/audio tape library, local
vendor discounts, special interest groups, and other
special offers.

Steve Jobs Deposition Video
Shown in Ongoing iPod
Class-Action Lawsuit

Contents of The GAB’er are copywriten, all rights
reserved. Original articles may be reprinted by notfor-profit organizations, provided that proper credit
is given to the author, The GAB’er, and a copy of the
publication sent to The GAB’er editor.

by Juli Clovern MacRumors

The views expressed herein are the sole responsibility
of each author, and do not necessarily represent the
views of the Greater Albany Apple Byters.
Note: Trademarks used in this newsletter are recognized as trademarks of the representative companies.

Apple is in court this week dealing with an ongoing classaction lawsuit that accuses the company of purposefully
crippling competing music services and inflating prices
by locking iPods and iTunes music to its own ecosystem.
Evidence from Steve Jobs, in
the form of a series of emails,
has played a large role in the
case so far, and today, the former
Apple CEO was featured in the
trial again, when a deposition
videotaped in 2011 was shown in
court. CNET has been attending
the trial since it started earlier
this week, and has relayed what
Jobs had to say.
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In the deposition, taped six months before his death, Steve
Jobs echoed much of what Eddy Cue said earlier in the
week, suggesting Apple’s contracts with record companies
forced it to maintain airtight Digital Rights Management
(DRM) policies that locked out music from other sources.
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“We had pretty much black and white contracts with
the labels,” Jobs said in the deposition. Those contracts
stipulated that if people violated Apple’s FairPlay digital
rights management system, a technology that would detect
other music stores’ song files and prevent users from
loading them onto the iPod, “... that would be in clear
violation of the licenses we had from the labels and they
could cease giving us music at any time.”
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Jobs went on to say that Apple was “very concerned” with
RealNetwork’s efforts to bypass Apple’s DRM. In 2004,
the competing music store reverse engineered the FairPlay
DRM, gaining access to the iPod. Apple was unhappy
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Internet SIG
4 Tech Gifts You Shouldn’t
Buy This Holiday Season
by Kim Komando

When you’re trying to buy the perfect
gift for a friend or family member this
Christmas, you’re probably going to
think about something digital.

Both Vessyl and Amazon Echo are so cutting-edge that you
can only pre-order them now. Amazon Echo even requires
an invitation. (By the way, here are more amazing tech
gadgets that are just down the road).

With smartphones, tablets, TVs,
headphones, home theater soundbars,
gaming consoles, robots, cameras,
cases, video games and more in stores, the options are
endless.

There’s another consideration. Even if you know the person
on your list is an early-adopter who would love something
like a smart watch, they may have a very specific model
they’re already interested in. People are particular when
it comes to tech. Click here for my
smart watch feature comparison
chart. Or they might be waiting for
the Apple Watch, which doesn’t even
arrive until next year. You don’t want
to spend hundreds of dollars getting
them the wrong thing.

Before you spend your hard-earned
money, take a second to read the
following list. These tech no-nos are
either on the way out, not quite ready
for prime time or something you just
shouldn’t buy for someone else.

2. High-end TVs
So, without further ado, here are the tech gifts to avoid
this holiday.
1. Cutting-edge technology
This first category is a bit broad and includes smart
watches, Amazon Echo, Vessyl and other cutting-edge tech
products. Not only are these expensive - $100 to $3,000 they’re so new that no one really knows how useful they’ll
actually be in day-to-day use.
Vessyl, for example, is a $100 cup that knows exactly
what’s in your drink and keeps track of calories, hydration
and other information for you. It’s beautifully designed and
executed, but I’m not sure the novelty will last longer than
a week or two for most users.
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Amazon Echo looks interesting as a personal assistant for
your home, but it’s not clear how useful it will be for the
average person, or basically how well it works. Even as a
family gift, you’ll probably want to wait a year until the
next version comes out. It might also come down from its
$200 price by then.

You’ll see fantastic deals on TVs this holiday. However,
if you look closely you’ll notice the deals are on low-end
TVs - screens less than 48 inches, off-brand manufacturers
and lower specs like 60Hz refresh rate or no Internet
connection.
The TVs from major manufacturers like Sony, LG and
Samsung with 48+ inch screens, 120Hz or 240Hz refresh
rates, 4K resolution, Internet apps and other advances are
just as expensive as ever. Expect to pay north of $1,500.
Most stores wait until just before the Super Bowl to drop
the prices on the high-end models.
If you’re after a cheap second TV, this is a good time to
buy. To replace your main living room TV, however, it’s a
better idea to wait until late January.
Don’t forget that 4K TV prices are still dropping rapidly some 40-inch screens are dipping below $1,000 - so every
month you wait to buy gets you closer to affording the
latest and greatest TV technology.
Continued on page 6.
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Education SIG
10 Major Technology Trends in Education
by Chris Riedel, THE Journal

With the beginning of the new year coming it is a good time
to check out the new major Technology trends in Education
in this article by Chris Riedel for THE Journal.

third of students have access to a device (typically laptops
or tablets) in their school.
2. Internet Connectivity

We have a first look at the results from the latest Speak Up
survey, which polled hundreds of thousands of teachers,
students, administrators, parents and community members
about technology trends in education.
According to the latest data,
video for homework is on
the rise; mobile computing is
“beyond the tipping point”; and
most kids don’t use traditional
computers to connect to the
Internet at home. Those are
just three of the major trends
revealed in the 2013 Speak
Up Survey from Project
Tomorrow, which CEO Julie
Evans revealed at the FETC
2014 conference last week.
The 2013 results represent more than 400,000 surveys
from 9,000 schools and 2,700 districts across the country.
Respondents included 325,279 students, 32,151 teachers
and librarians, 39,986 parents, 4,530 district administrators
and, new to this year’s survey, 1,346 community members.

For Evans, this was an interesting set of statistics showing
the ways students generally connect to the Internet
when at home. According to the study, 64 percent of
students surveyed identify 3Gor 4G-enabled devices as their
primary means of connecting
to the Internet, with another
23 percent saying they connect
through an Internet-enabled TV
or Wii console. When asked
why traditional broadband
access wasn’t their primary
means of connectivity, students
said there was less contention
for access with other members
of the family through these nontraditional devices.
3. Use of Video for Classwork and Homework
Video is another tool that has been on the rise in recent
years. While her presentation focused on students, Evans
noted that 46 percent of teachers are using video in in the
classroom.

1. Personal Access to Mobile Devices
According to the 2013 results, students overwhelmingly
have access to personal mobile devices. “If there was any
doubt in our mind that we were beyond the tipping point in
terms of kids carrying a computer in their pocket, backpack
or purse,” she said, “we’re there.”

One-third of students are accessing video online — through
their own initiative — to help with their homework. Evans
called this the “Khan Academy effect.” Additionally, 23
percent of students are accessing video created by their
teachers.
4. Mobile Devices for Schoolwork

The

Specifically, said Evans, 89 percent of high schools students
have access to Internet-connected smart phones, while 50
percent of students in grades 3 through 5 have access to the
same type of devices. High school student access to tablets
tops out at 50 percent and laptops come in at 60 percent.
In addition to personal access, the survey found about a

According to the 2013 results, students are leveraging
mobile devices both to be more efficient in their day-today tasks and to transform their own learning processes.
Sixty percent of students are using mobile devices for
anytime research, 43 percent for educational games and
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40 percent for collaboration with their peers. Thirtythree percent of students surveyed use mobile devices
for reminders and alerts related to their academic lives,
24 percent for taking photos of their assignments, and 18
percent for in-class polling.

Math was the subject student were most interested in taking
online, with Foreign language coming in second and science
a distant third.

Surprisingly, said Evans, 12 percent of the students
responding said they use mobile devices to text questions
to their instructors while in the classroom. “I do wonder,”
she added, “how many of the teachers are responding to
those texts.”

Another interesting area for Evans was student gaming. This
year’s results showed 60 percent of students using laptops
as a gaming device. Cell phones and game consoles tied
with 54 percent use, while tablets clocked in at 44 percent.

5. Using Different Tools for Different Tasks
Evans admitted, with the proliferation of so many tools, it
isn’t surprising students are designing “best-fit” solutions
for their very specific needs.
Rather than using one or even a few platforms for various
tasks, students are increasingly savvy about taking
advantage of the benefits of the tools available.
“We find them using video, social media and cell phones for
communications; they use e-readers for reading texts and
articles; they write, take notes and do research on laptops.
But,” she paused, “where does that leave tablets?”
According to Evans, tablets were the second or third choice
device for completing many of the academic tasks students
are faced with.
“They like the devices,” she noted, “but they are more
focused on using the right tool for the task at hand,” and
many times tablets don’t seem to fit.
6. Paying Attention to the Digital Footprint
Digital footprint was a new research area for the 2013 survey
and, according to Evans, showed some interesting results.
Sixty-four percent of high school students responding
admitted to being careful about the things they post online;
39 percent said they advise friends about the content they
post, with 32 percent saying they stopped interacting with
friends who post inappropriate content online. Finally, 44
percent of high school students said they believe a positive
digital profile is an important part of their future.
7. An increased Interest in Online Learning
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This year’s Speak Up found that students who have not
taken an online course are increasingly interested in the
opportunity, citing a desire to have more control over their
learning and believing that they will get more support from
an online teacher.

8. Gaming is Growing, and the Gender Gap is Closed

Of particular note is students’ interest in taking gaming
technology and applying it to learning difficult concepts,
as well as their interest in using games as a way to explore
career opportunities. Evans also noted no gender difference
in students’ interest in games, with younger girls actually
showing more gaming activity than their male counterparts.
9. Social Media in Schools
Another set of questions revolved around the place of
social media in the school. When showing the data for
text messaging, networking sites (Twitter, Facebook,
Instagram, etc.) and chat rooms, it was clear the the
student expectations for the use of these technologies far
outpaced those of administrators, teachers and parents.
Administrators scored the highest among the non-student
groups represented.
According to Evans, the data identify “a clear disconnect
in terms of the value proposition” of these tools. “Today’s
students,” she added, “are looking at social media not as a
separate thing that you do occasionally but as a pervasive
part of the way they are living their lives outside of school
— one they want to connect with their lives inside the
classroom.”
10. What Devices Belong in ‘The Ultimate School?’
The final piece of data Evans shared focused on students’
ranking of the relative importance of devices in their
classroom experience. Fifty-six percent of students said
laptops were most important; 51 percent chose digital
readers; and 48 percent selected tablets.
“This is still an evolving area,” said Evans and one She
said Project Tomorrow plans to keep and eye on in the
coming years. Something of interest, she added, that may
not come as a surprise is that 62 percent of students want
to bring their own devices.
Full results of the 2013 Speak Up will be released to survey
participants Feb. 5 and will be released publicly April 8
when Evans shares the report with Congress.
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CardCash, Cardpool and GiftCardRescue to save up to
35% on the face value of gift cards.

Internet SIG
Continued from page 3.
Before you head to the store to buy any new TV, be sure to
read my HDTV buying guide. It will help you figure out
the features you should look for and what you can ignore.
Buyer beware: Most stores will sell you a cheap TV and
then try to make the money back with expensive cables
and other accessories. Don’t fall for it; cheaper cables work
just as well as the expensive versions.

For the kid who already has enough stuff, look at a 529
college-savings plan through a site like Upromise. Sign up
for a free account and then make purchases on Upromiselinked sites or stores. Up to 8% of the purchase goes into
the child’s account. You can get other relatives to sign up
to the account and their purchases will contribute as well.
With the average cost of college starting at $19,000 a year,
the kid’s parents will love this gift - and the kid will too,
eventually.

3. Standalone gadgets

Apple Ambassador
Continued from page 2.

This is another broad category, and it covers any low-cost
gadget that does just one thing, such as a point-and-shoot
camera or a media player, like an iPod.
Odds are that the person you’re buying for already has a
smartphone or tablet that takes decent pictures and holds
plenty of music and movies. A smartphone or tablet also
has a calendar, address book, video chat, video recording,
games and tons more that used to require separate products.
Unless someone specifically asks for a standalone gadget,
steer clear. If they do ask for one, then they probably mean
a gadget that’s better than what’s in their smartphone like
a mirrorless hybrid camera - these start around $500 - or
a GoPro video camera, which starts at $130.
4. Laptops
A laptop is a good gift for a college student or someone on
the go. However, the holidays aren’t the best time to buy.
Laptops generally see the best deals after the Consumer
Electronics Show in January or during back-to-school sales
in July and August.
Plus, if your gift recipient is looking for a bargain laptop say less than $400 - to surf the Web, watch movies, listen
to music, read books, play casual games and perform other
light computing tasks, they might just want a tablet instead.
A tablet is more portable, has a better battery life and you
don’t have to worry as much about viruses. Click here for
a comparison of the best tablets on the market.
Bonus: For the person who has everything

The

Every year, you get that one person whose gift wish list is a
shrug and an “I don’t know.” Instead of knocking yourself
out trying to find the perfect gift anyway, get them a gift
card. That way, they can buy what they want. Check out

with the move, painting RealNetworks as a hacker and
later updating iTunes to once again prevent RealNetworks
music from playing on the iPod.
According to Jobs, preventing the iPod from playing music
from competing services was “collateral damage” caused
by record companies confusing demands asking Apple to
both open its platform to competitors and prevent hacking
via DRM.
During the case, the plaintiffs have argued that Apple
had an obligation to allow third-party companies to
load music onto the iPod, and that its move to block
competitors created a monopoly. Apple, meanwhile, has
argued that pressure from record companies and a desire
to protect customers from malicious content kept it from
making iTunes and the iPod more accessible to third-party
companies.
Apple has also suggested that it did not have a monopoly
in the market at the time as there were several other MP3
players available, including Microsoft’s Zune. As noted
by CNET, Jobs’ deposition may somewhat undermine that
argument, however, as he told the court “We were the only
big company involved in this stuff at this time, the one with
the deepest pockets.”
The iPod antitrust lawsuit, which seeks $350 million in
damages, is expected to last for several more days, though
Apple is currently attempting to get the case dismissed
entirely, as one plaintiff has been removed from the lawsuit
and another’s iPod purchase dates are in question. The
plaintiff’s lawyers are fighting Apple’s dismissal request
and have asked the judge to add a new plaintiff -- a
Michigan man who bought an iPod touch in 2008.
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Apple Holiday Gift Guide 2014: 12 Ideas For The iPad, iPhone
And MacBook Pro User Who Has Everything
by Luke Villapaz, ibtimes.com
Chances are the Apple lovers in your life have just about every product from
the iPhone to the iPad. But that doesn’t mean shopping for them has to be
difficult. From cases to headphones to gloves, there’s plenty of accessories
and gadgets on the market to make the Apple product experience even better.
Here are 12 gift ideas for the Apple owner covering a range of price points
to fit any holiday-buying budget:
Under $50
Touch-screen gloves $7.99 Sometimes you want to use your iPhone while
keeping your hands warm. And these stocking stuffers are a great way for
iPhone (or any other smartphone) user to answer a call, browse the Web or
send a text, without freezing their digits.
Spigen Air Cushion case for iPhone 6 $12.99 Owners of the iPhone 6 looking to show off its Space Grey, Silver or
Gold back can continue to do so while protecting their investment with the Spigen Air Cushion. The case features a
clear design leaving the back fully in view while protecting the entire phone. For a couple dollars more, you can get
the case in another color, such as champagne gold, gunmetal and mint.
Apple iPhone 6 leather case $45.00 Though Apple’s in-house iPhone 6 case isn’t the cheapest choice, it’s certainly
one of the thinnest cases on the market. And with its leather design, which naturally changes color over time, it’s a
stylish option for those looking to protect their iPhone while maintaining its thin profile.
Rain Design mStand $49.95 For the MacBook owner who uses her laptop on the go as well as in the office, the aluminum
mStand allows her to turn it into a full workstation. All she needs is her own keyboard and mouse and she’s good to go.
Under $100
Olloclip 4-in-1 Lens for iPhone 6 and 6 Plus $79.95 Expand the sights of the iPhone 6 and 6 Plus with the Olloclip
lens, which comes with four different lenses: fish-eye, wide-angle, 10x macro and 15x macro, so you can capture the
big picture or zoom in to the finest details with the iPhone’s camera.
Adonit Jot Touch $99.99 For the iPad artist in your life, the Adonit Jot Touch is a must-have. Unlike other stylus
solutions that use a soft rubber tip, the Jot Touch packs a pressure-sensitive hard tip and connects to the iPad over a
Bluetooth connection.
A number of apps support its pressure-sensitive features, such as Adobe Illustrator Line, Photoshop Sketch and Evernote
Penultimate. Other features include palm rejection, so its user can lean on the iPad like a real notepad. The battery lasts
up to 11 hours and takes 1.5 hours to charge through an included USB dongle.
Logitech ultrathin keyboard folio for iPad Mini $99.95 Sometimes you need a physical keyboard to get things done
on the iPad Mini. and Logitech makes it much easier with its ultrathin folio case keyboard. When it’s not being used,
the case folds over the iPad and becomes a handy cover so it’s ready when you next need it.
Under $200

December 2014

The

SMS Audio BioSport in-ear headphones $149.95 In partnership with Intel, 50 Cent and Carmelo Anthony’s SMS
Audio has developed a new in-ear headset that lets you listen to music while keeping track of your heart rate with a
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built-in sensor. And it’s compatible with a number of fitness apps, such as Runkeeper, which integrates with Apple’s
Health platform.
Michael Kors crossbody case $149.95 The Michael Kors crossbody case combines an iPhone case with the design
of a leather clutch wallet. It features a dedicated zip section for an iPhone and has pockets for other uses as well. The
case fits the iPhone 5 through iPhone 6 Plus.
JayBird BlueBuds X earbuds $169.95 For the iPhone owner who loves listening to music on the go, the JayBird
BlueBuds eliminate most of the wires traditionally associated with headphones and earbuds. Instead, it connects to
just about any iOS device through Bluetooth and has an eight-hour runtime, enough to last for most commutes or a
few fitness runs.
$200 and above
Parrot AR Drone 2.0 Elite Edition $299.95 Those with ambitions for flight can get a taste of it through the Parrot
AR.Drone 2.0, which features a built-in camera and can be entirely controlled with your iPhone, iPad or iPod Touch. And
for less-experienced pilots, it features a beginner mode as well as an autopilot mode to make the flight experience easier.

The

Pioneer DDJ-WEGO 3 $299 For the DJ looking to thin out his rig, the Pioneer DDJ-WEGO3 enables spinning tracks
on the go using just iOS devices while providing physical access to mixer controls. It also integrates with a number of
apps such as Virtual DJ, Serato DJ Intro and dJay 2.
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GAAB Internet Addresses
Names

E-Mail Addresses

Aaron Ambrosino........ aambrosi@mac.com
Gary Blizzard.............. gmblizzard@aol.com
Mark Bogossian........... mark@castlecomp.com
Steve Bradley.............. ssbradley@adelphia.net
John Buckley............... jbuckley@nycap.rr.com
Sheldon Carnes............ sheldoncarnes@hotmail.com
Tina Cook.................... twonotrump@nycap.rr.com
Anthony Eldering........ tonye11@verizon.net
Trudy Ellis................... TE52@earthlink.net
Lilajane Frascarelli...... afrascar@nycap.rr.com
Les Goldstein............... lgoldst1@nycap.rr.com
Richard Hester............. hesterfp@capital.net
Ottmar Klaas................ ottmar.klaas@gmail.com
Michael LaFrank......... mglafrank@gmail.com
Thomas Levanduski.... msglevnduski@aol.com
Cecilia MacDonald...... cecilia@midtel.net
Mike Mannarino.......... rfd230@nycap.rr.com
Roger Mazula.............. aluzam@aol.com
Brendan O’Hara.......... bohara1@nycap.rr.com
Eric/Lee Rieker............ Erieker@aol.com
AbdurRahman Rozell.. aryr100@gmail.com
Judith Schwartz........... jfschwartz2@earthlink.net
Saul Seinberg............... saul.seinberg@gmail.com
Bill Shuff..................... wjshuff@earthlink.net
Shelly Weiner.............. olliedawg@yahoo.com
Lou Wozniak............... louw@nycap.rr.com

To start or renew your GAAB
membership, see Cecilia MacDonald
or send your fees payable to her at
the following address:
Cecilia MacDonald
260 Sever Road
Delanson, NY 12053
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Visit GAAB on the Internet at http://www.applebyters.com
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