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iPad Pro Goes on Sale

November 2015 GAAB Meeting

Apple has announced that its 12.9-inch iPad Pro will be
available to order online on 11 November 2015 and will
arrive in stores later this week. In addition to its larger
size, the iPad Pro will support the Apple Pencil and Smart
Keyboard accessories, which will also be available to
order on that date. For more information, see “iPad Pro
with Smart Keyboard and Apple Pencil Announced” (9
September 2015).

Three models of the iPad Pro will be available:
32 GB with Wi-Fi for $799
128 GB with Wi-Fi for $949
128 GB with Wi-Fi and cellular for $1,079
The Apple Pencil will cost $99 while the charcoal gray
Smart Keyboard will sell for $169. iPad Pro Smart Covers
in charcoal gray and white will be available for $59 and
iPad Pro Silicone Cases will be sold for $79, also in
charcoal gray and white.

7:00 p.m.

Panera Bread
Crossgates Common, Albany

Meeting: Wednesday, November 11, 2015
7:00 PM
Panera Bread
161 Washington Ave Ext, Albany, NY

GAAB Meeting Agenda:
• Greetings/Dinner
• The GAAB Help Desk-Bring your questions to the
meeting
• Discussion Topic: Latest Apple Announcements
• iOS Tips
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Next GAAB Meeting
November 11, 2015

The November 2015 GAAB meeting will be Wednesday,
November 11, 2015.
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Apple
Ambassador

The Greater Albany Apple Byters is an Apple Computer User Group.
Membership privileges include this newsletter, access
to a large public domain software and video/audio
tape library, local vendor discounts, special interest
groups, and other special offers.

by John Buckley

Contents of The GAB’er are copywriten, all rights
reserved. Original articles may be reprinted by notfor-profit organizations, provided that proper credit
is given to the author, The GAB’er, and a copy of the
publication sent to The GAB’er editor.

May the Past Be With You

The views expressed herein are the sole responsibility
of each author, and do not necessarily represent the
views of the Greater Albany Apple Byters.

The following came to me via e-mail. It is a Kickstart
Project which I am passing on to the GAAB Membership.
While I find it interesting, I have sort of lost interest in old
computers. For those interested, you may want to check
out the project.

Einherjar Operating System for
PowerPC Macs

Note: Trademarks used in this newsletter are recognized as trademarks of the representative companies.

by Konstantin Tcholokachvili

Back This Project As of 11/8/2015: 3 backers: $220, Goal:
pledged of $38,049, 27days to go
This project will only be funded if at least €35,000 is
pledged by Sun, Dec 6 2015 3:40 PM EST.

Officers & Special Interest Group Leaders
Program Coordinator
John Buckley
272-7128

Paris, France Software

Membership Director
Cecilia MacDonald
872-0823

I’m making a new operating system for PowerPC Macs, I
think It’s a kind of news which can interest Greater Albany
AppleByters members.

Let’s revive our old PowerPC Macs.

Treasurer
Cecilia MacDonald
872-0823

If you want additional information feel free to ask me
questions.

Public Domain Librarian
Bill Shuff
393-9753

Here is a link to the kickstarter campaign:
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1691639619/
einherjar-operating-system-for-powerpc-macs

Newsletter Editor
Roger Mazula
466-7492

About the project Einherjar
This project’s aim is to make a revival of old Macs by
providing a new operating system as modern as possible
while being adapted to PowerPC Macintosh’s specifications.
If you have had a PowerPC Mac you certainly have great
memories of using it! The name Einherjar comes from
Norse mythology, referring to the warriors who died in
battles and ended up in Walhalla. Here the warriors are
the Macs.

Education SIG
John Buckley
272-7128
Internet SIG
Lou Wozniak
465-2873

Continued on page 6.
The

GAB’er

November 2015

3

Internet SIG
5 More Digital Tricks You’ll
Use Almost Everyday
by Kim Komando

Whether you’re skiing or going to the
beach, place your phone in a sandwich
bag to prevent damage — and best of all,
you can still use the touch screen. Need
a fast charge? Put your phone in airplane
mode to speed up the process by around
25 percent. And if you need to pump up
the volume in a flash, set your phone
inside a plastic, glass or paper cup, sans liquid of course.
Today’s gadgets, apps and sites are so powerful and do
so many different things that most of us will use only a
fraction of their built-in features. I put together some of
the greatest tricks that you will use every day, or at least
on occasion, to impress family and friends.
1. Take a picture with your
voice
Smartphones and tablets
are great for snapping
candid pictures, but tapping
the screen or pressing a
hardware button can jiggle
the gadget and ruin the shot.
Of course, you can avoid this
by using your headphone
control buttons to take a picture. It’s a definite, crowdpleasing, “How’d you do that?” moment. Click here for
detailed steps on how to do this slick trick and a few others.
But that’s old school now. How about telling your phone
to take a picture? In Android, an app like Camera ZOOM
FX ($3) has voice-activation. VoiceSnap for iOS ($1) does
the same thing for iPhones and iPads. These are also great
for taking group pictures from a distance.

There’s a lot more to taking a great picture than snapping
the shutter. To increase your digital photo smarts, here
are five secrets for Android and Apple to help you take
professional-looking photos.
2. Clean up your Facebook News Feed
If you scroll through your Facebook News Feed, trying
to get past the ads, game invites and political rants to find
actual information about your friends, this tip is for you.
Click the downward triangle in the upper right corner of
any Facebook post to see a number of options. You can
choose to see less from that friend or unfollow him so you
don’t see anything. If a friend is fond of posting stories,
videos, and pictures from a
specific app or site, you can
usually just block that app
or site.
For even more News Feed
customization options, click
the downward triangle in the
upper right corner of your
profile and select “News
Feed Preferences.” Here
you can see and choose what
people, pages and groups
you’re following and unfollowing.
Finally, add friends to your Close Friends list to see more
from them, and add people to the Acquaintances list for
less. To manage your friend lists, click the “Friends”
heading in the left column next to your News Feed.
If the Facebook app is devouring your data, try turning off
the auto-playing videos in your news feed. Click here for
the steps to make this welcome change.
Continued on page 7.
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Education SIG

Innovation, the Internet, Gadgets and More
Artificially Intelligent Software Is Replacing the
Textbook—and Reshaping American Education
by Will Oremus

No More Pencils, No More Books (Part 1) This is the first of a 3 part article to be published in the GAAB’er this month and the
next 2 months.

Just a third of the way through the semester, a few of the
most advanced students are nearly ready for the final exam.
Others lag far behind. They’re all responsible for mastering
the same concepts and skills. But the order in which they
tackle them, and the pace at which they do so, is up to the
artificially intelligent software that’s guiding them through
the material and assessing their performance at every turn.
Illustration by Natalie Matthews-Ramo

Eighteen students file into a brightly lit classroom. Arrayed
around its perimeter are 18 computers. The students take
their seats, log in to their machines, and silently begin
working. At a desk in the back, the instructor’s screen
displays a series of spreadsheets and data visualizations to
help her track each student’s progress in real time.

A Slate Plus Special Feature:
The Fascinating, Mostly Failed History of “Teaching
Machines”

Will Oremus is Slate’s senior technology writer. Email
him at will.oremus@slate.com or follow him on Twitter.
This isn’t a Vulcan finishing school or a scene from some
Back to the Future sequel. It’s Sheela Whelan’s pre-algebra
class at Westchester Community College in Valhalla, New
York.
The students in Whelan’s class are all using the same
program, called ALEKS. But peek over their shoulders and
you’ll see that each student is working on a different sort
of problem. A young woman near the corner of the room
is plugging her way through a basic linear equation. The
young man to her left is trying to wrap his mind around
a story problem involving fractions. Nearby, a more
advanced student is simplifying equations that involve
both variables and fractions.
At first glance, each student appears to be at a different
point in the course. And that’s true, in one sense. But it’s
more accurate to say that the course is literally different
for each student.

And how far we’ve come since the 1920s.
ALEKS starts everyone at the same point. But from the
moment students begin to answer the practice questions
that it automatically generates for them, ALEKS’ machinelearning algorithms are analyzing their responses to figure
out which concepts they understand and which they don’t.
A few wrong answers to a given type of question, and
the program may prompt them to read some background
materials, watch a short video lecture, or view some hints
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on what they might be doing wrong. But if they’re breezing
through a set of questions on, say, linear inequalities, it
may whisk them on to polynomials and factoring. Master
that, and ALEKS will ask if they’re ready to take a test.
Pass, and they’re on to exponents—unless they’d prefer to
take a detour into a different topic, like data analysis and
probability. So long as they’ve mastered the prerequisites,
which topic comes next is up to them.
Whelan, the instructor, does not lecture. What would be
the point, when no two students are studying the same
thing? Instead, she serves as a sort of roving tutor, moving
from one student to the next as they call on her for help.
A teaching assistant is also on call to help those who get
stuck or to verify that they’re ready to take their next test.
As the students work, the software logs everything from
which questions they get right and wrong to the amount
of time they spend on each one. When Whelan’s online
dashboard tells her that several are struggling with the same
concept, she’ll assemble those students and work through
some problems as a small group. It’s teaching as triage.
The result is a classroom experience starkly different from
the model that has dominated American education for the
past 100 years. In a conventional classroom, an instructor
stands behind a lectern or in front of a whiteboard and
says the same thing at the same time to a roomful of very
different individuals. Some have no idea what she’s talking
about. Others, knowing the material cold, are bored. In
the middle are a handful who are at just the right point
in their progress for the lecture to strike them as both
comprehensible and interesting. When the bell rings, the
teacher sends them all home to read the same chapter of
the same textbook.
Almost everyone who thinks seriously about education
agrees that this paradigm—sometimes derided as “sage
on a stage”—is flawed. They just can’t agree on what
should replace it. Flipped classrooms? Massive open online
courses? Hands-on, project-based learning?
It’s teaching as triage.
While the thinkers are arguing, textbook publishers are
acting. With their traditional business models under
pressure, they’ve begun to reinvent themselves as
educational technology companies. They’re selling schools

Whelan’s pre-algebra classroom is a glimpse into the near
future—not only for community college math classes,
but potentially for wide swaths of K-12 and higher
education in subjects ranging from chemistry to Spanish
to social studies. Software like ALEKS, according to its
proponents, represents the early stages of a technological
and pedagogical breakthrough decades in the making. It
has the potential to transform education as we know it,
and soon. Before that happens, though, it’s worth at least
asking the question: Is that something we want?
Over the past 20 years, computers and the Internet have
dramatically reshaped business, entertainment, and the
media—but not education. The technology you’ll find
in most classrooms today (textbooks, desks, pencils,
pens) closely resembles what you would have found
there a century ago. Maybe the blackboards have become
whiteboards or projection screens. But the underlying
structure has persisted since the days of Horace Mann.
Efforts to introduce personal computers into the equation
have been well-funded, well-intended, and sometimes
even successful. But the push to equip students with iPads
and Chromebooks has also met resistance, and for good
reason: In the context of the traditional classroom, Internetconnected devices risk distracting from the learning process
more than they aid it. A famous 2003 Cornell University
study found that students who were allowed to use their
laptops during class recalled far less of the material than
those who were denied access to computers. More broadly,
a 40-country Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development study recently found that the students who
reported spending the most time on computers, both in
class and at home, performed worse than their peers on a
pair of standardized tests. And countries that have invested
heavily in classroom technology have seen “no noticeable
improvement” in students’ test scores. The OECD report
concluded that “adding 21st-century technologies to 20thcentury teaching practices will just dilute the effectiveness
of teaching.”
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and colleges on a new generation of digital courseware—
ALEKS is just one example—that takes on much of the
work that teachers used to do. The software isn’t meant to
replace teachers, they insist. Rather, it’s meant to free them
to focus on the sort of high-level, conceptual instruction
that only a human can provide.
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Apple Ambassador

• Powerbook 1400, 2300, and 5300
• Workgroup Server 6150, 8150, 9150

Continued from page 2.

Graphical user interface

What is Einherjar?
It is an operating system project for
PowerPC Macs. Being based on
HelenOS, it’s kernel called Yggdrasil
is modified to be an monolithic one
instead of a microkernel, later an
exokernel should be used to bring
the speed to the game. Although it
can ran on other computer platforms,
I focus on Macintosh to make it
tailored to technical specifications of
PowerPC Macs. The goal is to get an open source, bloatfree, fast and desktop-based OS. It’s not a clone of Mac
OS 9 or Unix but will have a POSIX compatibility layer in
order to make more applications compatible with the OS.

The look and feel of the graphical user interface (GUI)
will be close to Enlightenment.
Software
Aside software which I will write for Einherjar other
software will be ported thanks to a POSIX subset layer.
Softwares to be ported include at least vim, gcc, pcsx and

Why Einherjar?
If you want to use your PowerPC-based Mac nowadays
your choices are basically limited to the classical Mac
OSes, Linux and NetBSD. The main issue with the
classical Mac OSes or outdated Mac OS X versions is
that they aren’t updated anymore and pretty much no new
applications are written for them. While NetBSD and Linux
distributions can run on your Mac, it’s not necessarily userfriendly, and needs resources to run in graphical mode,
also the number of applications compiled for PowerPC
is questionable and compiling them by yourself is time
consuming. Furthermore, switching from the Classic Mac
OS or Mac OS X to Linux may seem like a step backward
in ease of use, at least to some people. For those who
want to continue to use some of their classical Mac OS
applications a port of MacOnLinux permitting such use
cases is foreseen.
Roadmap
For version 0.1 interrupts, exceptions, ADB keyboard,
console, memory amangement, and threading are already
working. Currently I work on the file system layer (VFS,
initrd, an tmpfs), it is coming soon.
Unsupported Macs
Non-PowerPC Macs aren’t supported as it’s not part of the
goal. Unsupported PowerPC Macs are those using Nubus:
• Power Macintosh 6100, 7100, 8100
• Performa 5200, 6200, 6300

netsurf. PCSX (Playstation emulator) could transform old
Macs into gaming stations for kids. Netsurf will allow
you to browse the Internet. Additional softwares may be
provided by the community to be formed.
Open source
Since Einherjar is open source using BSD License you
can follow its development in real-time on github and
twitter and ask for feature requests.
Risks and challenges
I’m aware that developing an user-friendly desktop OS
isn’t a simple task.
I want to take the challenge and give you a successful
desktop-based OS for PowerPC Macs.
Dedicating full-time to this project I will inform the backers
via a twitter account.
As a backer, you’ll get a support to ensure that Einherjar
works on your computer and have access to .iso images
to burn a CD to test Einherjar for real.
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Internet SIG

Feedly (free) and Flipboard (free) are two popular options.
Just add your favorite websites, organize them however
you want, and whenever you open Feedly or Flipboard
you’ll have plenty of new content to read. Love this one!

Continued from page 3.

3. Really use Google

5. Remotely control a computer

It’s safe to say that without Google Search, the Internet as
we know it wouldn’t exist. But it’s more than just looking
up websites.

This isn’t a trick you’ll use every day, but when you need
it, you’ll want to have it. Say you’re helping a friend or
family member with a computer issue over the phone, and
you know you could fix the problem in 30 seconds if you
were standing there. Unfortunately, trying to walk your
friend or relative through the fix is going to take an hour.

What other ways can Google be useful, you might ask?
Well, enter the package tracking number directly into the
search box and Google will pull up quick links that let you
track the status of your shipment. Travelers love this one:
Type your airline name and flight number into Google
and you’ll instantly see the flight’s arrival and departure
status — and terminal and gate information, too. Need
the weather? Type weather along with the city name or
zip code.
If you’re watching your weight, type something like
“calories carrots vs potatoes” in the Google search bar
to get instant nutritional facts. Be sure to click the down
arrow to see the details.
Google isn’t all about work. Click here to learn more
about Google’s fun side, such as the little Easter eggs
programmers slip into search.
4. Your favorite sites in one place
You probably visit a number of websites daily. You might
pin a few and bookmark the rest, but that still means you
have to look at individual sites and scan the page to see
what’s new.
What if you could get every new post on your favorite
sites to appear in one place? That’s what aggregators do.
Don’t let the fancy name fool you; they’re simple to use
and make life a lot easier.

I use programs like this all the time with my friends and
relatives. In fact, when I’m setting up their computers, I
usually install a remote access program so it’s ready to go
when they need help down the line.
Bonus trick:
Have you ever considered adding a second screen to your
computer? If you haven’t, then you probably will after
you consider that a second monitor lets you move videos,
music, email, chat and many other windows without
interrupting what you’re doing on your main monitor.
Your tablet or smartphone can function as a second monitor
to your PC.
First, pick up a stand for your tablet or phone. I sell my
recommended model in my store. Then go ahead and
download the app iDisplay, follow the setup instructions
and you’ll have a more useful computer in no time. It’s
one of these things that once you try, you get it.
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Instead, log in and take control of his computer with a free
remote access program like TeamViewer. It lets you see
the other person’s screen and control his computer like
you’re sitting in front of it.
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GAAB Internet Addresses
Names

E-Mail Addresses

Aaron Ambrosino........ aambrosi@mac.com
Gary Blizzard.............. gmblizzard@aol.com
Mark Bogossian........... mark@castlecomp.com
Steve Bradley.............. ssbradley@adelphia.net
John Buckley............... jbuckley@nycap.rr.com
Sheldon Carnes............ sheldoncarnes@hotmail.com
Tina Cook.................... twonotrump@nycap.rr.com
Anthony Eldering........ tonye11@verizon.net
Trudy Ellis................... TE52@earthlink.net
Lilajane Frascarelli...... afrascar@nycap.rr.com
Les Goldstein............... lgoldst1@nycap.rr.com
Richard Hester............. hesterfp@capital.net
Ottmar Klaas................ ottmar.klaas@gmail.com
Michael LaFrank......... mglafrank@gmail.com
Thomas Levanduski.... msglevnduski@aol.com
Cecilia MacDonald...... cecilia@midtel.net
Mike Mannarino.......... rfd230@nycap.rr.com
Roger Mazula.............. aluzam@aol.com
Brendan O’Hara.......... bohara1@nycap.rr.com
Eric/Lee Rieker............ Erieker@aol.com
AbdurRahman Rozell.. aryr100@gmail.com
Judith Schwartz........... jfschwartz2@earthlink.net
Saul Seinberg............... saul.seinberg@gmail.com
Bill Shuff..................... wjshuff@earthlink.net
Shelly Weiner.............. olliedawg@yahoo.com
Lou Wozniak............... louw@nycap.rr.com

To start or renew your GAAB
membership, see Cecilia MacDonald
or send your fees payable to her at
the following address:
Cecilia MacDonald
260 Sever Road
Delanson, NY 12053

Visit GAAB on the Internet at http://www.applebyters.com
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