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Apple and Facebook Are Serious
About Augmented Reality Glasses
A new report brings back the speculation that Apple is
working on a pair of augmented reality glasses, and paints
Facebook as a direct competitor.
According to the Financial
Times (note: this article is behind
a paywall), Apple and Facebook
have stepped up their efforts to
develop augmented reality glasses.
Previously, Apple’s AR efforts were
linked to the iPhone, and Facebook
seemed occupied with the virtual
reality capabilities of Oculus.
Now, both tech giants are eager to create an AR wearable,
according to the report.
But don’t hold your breath. Even though Apple is rumored
to have been working on AR glasses for over a year,
they won’t arrive until at least 2018, the Financial Times
reports. Meanwhile, Facebook’s Mark Zuckerberg has
stated that his vision for AR glasses could take up to ten
years to perfect.
The goal is to make AR glasses small enough to take
anywhere.
Source: Macworld
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The next GAAB meeting will be Wednesday, April 19, 2017.

Meeting: Wednesday, April 19, 2017
7:00 PM - Panera Bread
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A map can be found at the GAAB website at
http://applebyters.com/index.php/meeting-information/
meeting_map/
GAAB Meeting Agenda:
• Greetings and Dinner
• Topics to be presented by members
• News from Apple, including MacOS and iOS updates
• The GAAB Help Desk: Bring your questions to the
meeting
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Apple
Ambassador

The Greater Albany Apple Byters is an Apple Computer User Group.
Membership privileges include this newsletter, access
to a large public domain software and video/audio
tape library, local vendor discounts, special interest
groups, and other special offers.

by John Buckley

Contents of The GAB’er are copywriten, all rights
reserved. Original articles may be reprinted by notfor-profit organizations, provided that proper credit
is given to the author, The GAB’er, and a copy of the
publication sent to The GAB’er editor.

The Best Writing Apps for
Your Mac, iPad and iPhone
by Ben Lovejoy, 9 to 5 Mac

The views expressed herein are the sole responsibility
of each author, and do not necessarily represent the
views of the Greater Albany Apple Byters.
Note: Trademarks used in this newsletter are recognized as trademarks of the representative companies.

Whether you are tentatively planning your first ever blog
post or are a best-selling novelist working on your latest
blockbuster, there are plenty of apps out there designed
for writers. But as writers are sometimes known for their
procrastination techniques, and choosing the right app
could be the excuse for putting off work on your Great
American Novel for several days, we thought it would be
helpful to provide a few pointers.
All of the apps featured are available for both Mac and iOS,
as I feel it’s important that you can work on the move as
well as at a desk. In my comments, though, I’m focusing
on the Mac versions as that’s the platform on which most
people are likely to do the bulk of their writing.
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Program Coordinator
John Buckley
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The obvious starting point, of course, is the app Apple gives
you for free: Pages. In fact, some might question why you
would ever need anything else, so let’s start with this before
considering some of the alternatives …
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Tim Cook
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Pages
Pages is a deceptively powerful app on both platforms
with a superbly-designed user-interface. That’s because
the app is intended to look simple and non-intimidating
to new users, while offering plenty of features under the
hood for power users. It achieves this by keeping the bells
and whistles tucked away out of sight until you need them.

Public Domain Librarian
Bill Shuff
393-9753
Newsletter Editor
Roger Mazula
466-7492

For example, create a new blank document and you’ll
see a pretty clean view (below). By default, none of the
formatting or page setup features are shown, just a single
row of buttons with largely intuitive functions.
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Internet SIG
3 Router Tweaks to
Speed Up Your Wi-Fi
by Kim Komando, Komoando.com

Slow Wi-Fi is the worst. Your email
won’t refresh. Your movie freezes
mid-scene. Your new app is stuck
in downloading limbo. You see that
apologetic little message about how
your browser “timed out” and you
should “try again later.” Gee, thanks
for that.

I suggest you do that now. Someone nearby may be using
your router without your permission and this might explain
why your connection has been slow. Click here to learn
how to change the login and password on your router.
Look for a section called “Wireless Settings” or “Advanced
Wireless Settings.” Here’s where the magic happens.
1. Check your bands

Many people just wait. Wi-Fi is moody, they think. Just
give it time.
Often, the issues linger for days, even weeks. In this
case, the culprit could be the router itself. If you have not
updated the firmware in your router, hopefully a hacker
hasn’t taken root. Attacks using routers are on the rise.
Don’t let your router be one of them. Click here to take
this crucial step now.

Wi-Fi routers come in all varieties, and their signals vary.
A new router should at least support 802.11n, also known
as “N routers.” These devices are theoretically capable of
speeds up to 600 Mbps, which is much faster than older
802.11g models and should keep up with your internet
needs.

Before you begin

The past few years, a newer protocol, 802.11ac, which
is even faster, has become the standard. AC routers have
theoretical speeds of up to 4.5 Gbps and have newer
technologies like beamforming and the utilization of eight
streams, a significant step up from N routers.

First off, you have to get into your router’s “administration
console.” This step may sound intimidating, but the console
is where you manage your router’s settings. You find this
console using your computer, tablet or phone.

Soon, an even newer protocol called 802.11ad, or WiGig,
will be standard. WiGig is capable of theoretical speeds of
up to 8 Gbps and can operate in the higher 60GHz band. In
fact, 801.11ad/WiGig routers have started to hit the market.

Here’s how to get in: Make sure your device is connected to
your router, either wired or wirelessly. Open a web browser
and type in the router’s IP address. Common ones look like
192.168.1.1, or 192.168.0.1, or 192.168.2.1.

Speaking of bands, newer routers usually have multiple
band capabilities. By utilizing dual or even triple bands,
you can keep older devices that only support the slower
G specification on the 2.4GHz band and newer N or AC
devices on the beefier and speedier 5GHz band.

Then, try these three simple tweaks to stop the buffering.

Where do you find your IP address? Click here for a site
that conveniently lists IP addresses for almost all router
makes and models.

This is essentially like having multiple routers in one. Click
here to see how setting up separate Wi-Fi bands for
your gadgets can boost your speeds.
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Once you have that number, type the router’s IP address
into the browser. You’ll be prompted for a username and
password. If you have not changed the default credentials,
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Education SIG
How to Make Augmented Reality a Reality in
Your Classroom
by Lauren Waldron, Ed Surge News
Take a look at the 12-year-olds around you, and you’ll be
hard-pressed to find one without a device in front of his
or her face. Pokémon Go. Zombies Everywhere. Kids
love these hit apps because they use augmented reality
to add graphics and sounds to their real-life location,
creating an immersive—and addictive—experience.
Catching a Pokémon that appears to be zipping past your
bus stop is just more fun than thumbing through traditional
trading cards. But can teachers use this technology to
engage students in the classroom, not only to entertain but
personalize instruction?

Video games have been entertaining us for nearly 30
years, ever since Pong was introduced to arcades in the
early 1970s. Computer graphics have become much more
sophisticated since then, and game graphics are pushing the
barriers of photorealism. Now, researchers and engineers
are pulling graphics out of your television screen or
computer display and integrating them into real-world
environments. This new technology, called augmented
reality, blurs the line between what’s real and what’s
computer-generated by enhancing what we see, hear, feel
and smell.

The

On the spectrum between virtual reality, which creates
immersive, computer-generated environments, and the
real world, augmented reality is closer to the real world.
Augmented reality adds graphics, sounds, haptic feedback
and smell to the natural world as it exists. Both video games
and cell phones are driving the development of augmented
reality. Everyone from tourists, to soldiers, to someone
looking for the closest subway stop can now benefit from
the ability to place computer-generated graphics in their
field of vision.

This is where Aurasma comes in. Aurasma is an online app
that allows students to scan an image with their device and
be redirected to a linked video, picture, or website. In my
math class, I use Aurasma during review activities, where
students rotate through posted equations with devices in
hand. Aurasma allows me to make these sessions more
engaging while also giving students individual attention.

Students work on a problem during a review session Credit: Lauren Waldron

Here’s how it works:
Before the review, I create a short video for each assigned
problem, one minute at the most. I use the program Doceri
to make the videos, though any recording tool will do.
Once I’ve finished my videos, I use Aurasma to create a
“trigger.” Triggers work like QR codes: when a student
scans one with a phone or tablet, they’re brought to the
material of my choice. But instead of a standard QR code,
I can create whatever triggers I like. For example, when
solving for the area of geometric figures, I created triggers
using the shapes found in the practice problems. With more
numerical problems, I will find a related picture that can
serve as my trigger.
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Triggers like this one link to the corresponding videoCredit: Lauren Waldron

The triggers bring students to the appropriate video on
their devices. The videos have just enough information
to lead students in the right direction, providing a hint, a
formula, or first step. I still need to circulate and answer
questions, but many students are able to use the videos to
get themselves started on a problem without the one-on-one
attention. The benefits of Aurasma have varied depending
on the skill level of my students. My high-level students
don’t need many videos. Despite this, most students still
scan at least a few videos throughout the activity, often
to double check they’ve used the correct method to solve
the problem.

also makes learning more fun. Students enjoy doing any
activity with tablets, but it’s the augmented reality that
is particularly engaging. Scanning an image and having
videos appear instantly makes learning more interactive,
adding a little bit of fun to standard practice problems. It’s
also flexible. Regardless of content, teachers can scan a
picture from the textbook and link it to a video, whether
from youtube, a documentary or one of their own making.
And if it sounds time consuming at first, I assure you you’ll
become a pro in no time. I have gotten comfortable with
the app by starting small and creating short videos. After a
few years of practice, I’ve built an entire library of videos
within the app that I am able to utilize again and again,
making the process not only useful but easy.

Internet SIG
Continued from page 3.
It’s a good idea to separate G, N and AC gadgets since
mixed mode routers usually are slower and the 2.4 GHz
band used by G gadgets is congested. Some AC routers
even have triple bands that let you separate G, N and AC
gadgets on your network.
Knowing all this, if your router is a few years old, it’s
probably time to buy a new one. Click here to check out
the best routers you can buy right now.
2. Select a new channel for your router
Next step is to select your router’s channel, especially if
you’re on the 2.4GHz frequency, the standard frequency
for G gadgets.
This 2.4Ghz band is particularly congested because, aside
from other Wi-Fi routers in your vicinity, other devices like
cordless phones, Bluetooth speakers, microwave ovens and
baby monitors occupy this band.

Credit: Lauren Waldron

With higher-need classes, the review activity can be more
daunting, but Aurasma makes supporting students more
manageable. Allowing the students to get help as they need
it allows me to focus my attention on specific students,
while still keeping the whole group activity flowing. My
ELL and Special Ed students relish the opportunity to
work completely on their own. The confidence boost is
especially important for these students, as many will scan a
problem or two at the beginning of class, and then continue
the activity without needing additional help. Aurasma

This overload causes interference, slowdowns, and
unpredictable connectivity. Moving from one channel to
a less crowded one may help speed things up and provide
more reliable connections.
But how do you pick another channel? What is the
difference between one channel and another? To answer
these questions, you’ll have to use your Wi-Fi scanner.
For Macs, Apple provides a free tool called “Wireless
Diagnostics.” To get to it, hold the Option key while
clicking on the Wi-Fi icon on the right-hand side of the
menu bar, then choose “Open Wireless Diagnostics.” To
access the Scan tool, ignore the actual Wireless Diagnostics
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Apple Ambassador
Continued from page 2.
But as soon as you want to apply formatting, for example,
clicking the Format button opens up a column offering
everything from bold and italics through line-spacing,
justification, indents, bullets, links, columns and borders
– through to more advanced features like widow &
orphan control (ensuring that a single word or line from a
paragraph doesn’t end up on a new page). If you want to
add tables, illustrations or photos, you can.
Pages uses iCloud by default, so you can create a document
on your Mac, continue writing it on your iPad and add
the finishing touches on your iPhone. That functionality
is baked right in, so you don’t need to do anything special
to take advantage of it.
If you’re writing for publication, you can export your
manuscript to Word to send it to agents and publishers,
or choose ePub to turn it into an iBook. Pages doesn’t,
though, support other ebook formats like Kindle’s .mobi
– which is one of several reasons I recommend using a
more sophisticated app for a novel. But if you’re writing
shorter pieces, and want to get to work straight away, Pages
is a solid choice.

The minimalism of iA Writer continues under the hood:
the file format is plain text, and the default location to save
files is on iCloud. There are no decisions to make unless
you specifically want to store the file elsewhere.
If you love the approach but can’t bring yourself to part
with basic formatting, like italics, iA Writer supports
Markdown. This allows codes to be used to indicate
things like **bold** and *italics* while retaining a plain
text format. If you’re not comfortable with Markdown, you
do have the option of using the usual CMD-B and CMD-I
keyboard shortcuts, and you can also select formatting
from a status bar that appears when you mouseover the
bottom of the page. (The top bar, too, appears only when
you mouseover it.) However, the plain text format means
that your Markdown codes will be visible.

The status bar additionally holds a wordcount, that you can
change to characters, sentences or read-time.
iA Writer
If you’re one of those people who seems to spend more
time choosing your typeface and tweaking app settings than
you do actually writing, iA Writer may be your saviour.
The app has a super-minimalist UI designed to give a
typewriter-style feel.
While you are actually typing, everything else disappears
from the screen. No toolbar, no status bar, not even the
header strip with close, minimize and maximize buttons.
All you see is your virtual sheet of paper and your words.

The

If you want an even more typewriter-like feel, you can
select typewriter mode, in which the text you’re typing
stays centred on the virtual page and previous text scrolls
upwards. This mode has an additional feature designed
specifically for those writers who can’t resist going back to
rewrite the paragraph they’ve just finished: text grays out
as it scrolls up and away. I know some writers for whom
this would be a godsend!

Markdown supports HTML-style structures, so you also
have the option of using things like multi-level headers,
bullet-points and so on – with sensible keyboard shortcuts
for each – but these are all tucked away out of sight.
By default, you see only the document on which you’re
working, but you can show a sidebar with other documents
if you need to switch back and forth between them – for
example, between different chapters of a novel. But
really iA Writer is all about that single-page view, with
no distractions in sight.
In my view, if you aren’t writing things with complex
structures or which require lots of formatting, and you are
easily distracted, then iA Writer is the perfect writing app.
It’s you, the words and very little else.
iA Writer costs $3.99 on iOS and $9.99 on Mac.
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standard way to indicate heading level 1, but if you want
to use a different character instead, you can.
You can also use various different themes and templates.

Ulysses
If you like the core idea of iA Writer but are working
on more complex documents or are someone who likes
to see an overview of their work – such as a series
of novels – then Ulysses is well worth a look. This is
essentially a more sophisticated version of iA Writer with
a significantly steeper price: $24.99 on iOS and $44.99
on Mac.

Ulysses automatically creates versioned backups of
your work: hourly for the last 12 hours, daily for the last
seven days and weekly for the past six months. This could
be a life-saver if you do something silly like delete a chapter
of your novel after deciding against it, then realizing that
it would be the perfect event to happen later in the story.
If you are writing for a WordPress or Medium blog,
Ulysses can be configured to allow direct publishing in
either or both.

Like iA Writer, it is essentially based on plain text with
Markdown – though it actually uses a proprietary file
format – and offers many of the same features. It has
typewriter mode, for example, but in a more configurable
form. For example, you can decide whether or not you
want the previous text to gray-out. If you do want this,
you can choose between having the current line, sentence
or paragraph highlighted. And so on.

You can set wordcount goals and be notified when you hit
them – something I find really useful when working on a
novel and setting myself a goal of 2000 words per writing
session. You can also tag text with keywords, enabling
you to search for them later, as well as attaching notes or
images.

That proprietary file format isn’t a big deal, by the way, as
Ulysses allows you to export your work to HTML, docx
(for compatibility with Word and Pages), PDF and ePub.

Ulysses costs $24.99 on iOS and $44.99 on Mac.

In short, Ulysses is the app you want if you like the ‘text
with markup’ philosophy of iA Writer but are working on
more complex documents or want greater customization
options.

Ulysses offers three different views when writing. In the
screenshot at the top, I have all three panes showing:
Library, Sheets and Editor. You can see under iCloud,
I have two different books listed, and I’m editing book
1, 2184. Pane 2 shows two chapters of that book, while
pane shows the chapter I’m working on. But switching
panes on or off is as simple as CMD-1, -2 or -3. This
makes it really easy to jump between different chapters
or sections while still retaining a clean, uncluttered view
while actually writing.
The app can do pretty much everything iA Writer can do,
so I won’t repeat features here, but it offers a lot more
configurability. Whether this is a good or bad thing, of
course, depends on your viewpoint!
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For example, Ulysses supports multiple versions of
Markdown, so if you have a preferred one, you can either
select it from the choices offered – or even configure your
own. If you choose one of the standard Markdown versions,
you can customize it. For example, a hash mark (#) is the

Scrivener
I’ve saved my favorite writing app for last! I’ve written
two technothriller novels (11/9 and The Billion Dollar
Heist), a rom-com (not yet available in ebook form), a
travel guide and – most recently – the first two books in
an SF novella series, 2184 (which will be free next week)
and Replicate. All of these were written in Scrivener, and
it’s no exaggeration to say that I wouldn’t even consider
writing a novel in anything else.

GAB’er

8
I’ve written full reviews of both the Mac app and the iOS
one, so I’ll simply summarise the key benefits here.

with a few clicks have plain white cards on a plain grey
background.

To me, Scrivener is the app that does it all. Want an iA
Writer-like distraction-free interface? Scrivener can do
that. I have my Composition Mode set to white paper on
a black background.

But the beauty of Scrivener is it can be as simple or as
complex as you want it to be. Here are all the available
preferences for this mode.

Once you’re ready to begin writing, those corkboard cards
can be viewed as binder entries:

As you can see, you can set foreground color, background
color, left & right margins, choose the type of scrolling
(normal, typewriter, with or without fading) and more.
The configurability of Scrivener is unmatched by anything
else I’ve ever seen. I consider myself a power user of the
app, but I doubt that even I have ever delved into more
than about 10% of the available settings.
One of the things I love about Scrivener is that it’s as useful
for planning and editing as it is for writing. For example,
when planning a novel, the app offers a corkboard view.
You can write notes on virtual index cards, rearrange the
cards, stack them, unstack them and so on until you have
a plan.

The

By default, the corkboard looks like one, with a texture
background and lined cards. I’m not a fan of either, but
Scrivener’s famed configurability comes to the rescue and

Again, I’ve changed the default appearance. I use colorcoding to indicate the status of each chapter: green for
written, orange for in progress, yellow for planned but
not written, white for not planned and red for a problem
I need to resolve or research I need to conduct. Once I’ve
completed the first draft, I set everything back to yellow
and then use the colors to indicate editing status.
You can also assign keywords to do things like bring up
all the chapters in which a particular character is present,
or which takes place at a particular location.
My technothrillers have multiple viewpoints, and I switch
rapidly back-and-forth between them. Each time I switch
viewpoint, I need to be able to see exactly where I left
things. Scrivener makes it simple to do so, either clicking
back and forth in the binder, or placing two chapters or
sections side-by-side. Or one above the other. Or one freefloating. Again, customization options for the win.
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Like Ulysses, Scrivener allows me to set wordcount
targets – and it will by now come as no surprise to learn
that these can be as simple or as complex as you like. Want
a wordcount target for your current session? Go ahead.
Want to complete your novel by 26th of April, writing
on Wednesday evenings and Sunday afternoons? Give
Scrivener your target wordcount and it will automatically
calculate targets for each writing session, adjusting them
as required.
Need to refer to reference materials while you’re writing?
You can have free-floating documents off to the side as
you right. Same with graphics, be it a blueprint or a photo
you’ve downloaded as inspiration for a character.
Researching things on the web? You can save offline copies
of webpages and have them to hand as you write.
Oh, and don’t look for a Save button in Scrivener. The app
does allow you to do a CMD-S just to make you feel happy,
but by default it automatically saves your work each time
you pause in your typing, and it also automatically creates
versioned backups.
Once your manuscript is finally complete, Scrivener
can output to just about every file format imaginable –
including ebooks. Again, you can choose between the
simplicity of output templates, or an insane degree of
configurable options.
Check out the full reviews of Mac and iOS versions
for more. But if you are feeling a bit overwhelmed
by all the apps available to you and just want a single
recommendation, mine would be: buy Scrivener.

Internet SIG
Continued from page 5.
window, then go to the Window tab on the top left side of
the menu bar and choose Scan. You will see a list of all the
Wi-Fi signals in your vicinity and the channels they occupy.
For Windows, download the free Wi-Fi utility, Acrylic WiFi Home. Similar to Mac’s Scan tool, this application will
instantly give you information about the Wi-Fi signals in
your area, including the channels they utilize. The software
will even give you ratings based on Channel Quality, Signal
Quality, Signal to Noise, Security and Speed. Another
Windows tool Vistumbler has similar capabilities.
For Android users, there are many different Wi-Fi scanning
tools available, but a very popular one is Network
Analyzer. Click here for more details and download
information.
Once you have the channel info you need, I recommend
channels 1, 6 and 11, since they don’t overlap with each
other. Just choose the one among these that is least crowded
and evaluate your improvements. Switching channels
sometimes requires some trial and error.
3. Secure your router
As I tell people over and over again, security is very
important, especially with routers. But it’s not just having
any security; it’s the type of security you select. Believe it
or not, this can affect the speed of your connection as well.
For starters, if your network is Open (no security) or you’re
using WEP, change the security settings immediately. This
lack of security leaves your network completely exposed.
You also don’t want WPA or TKIP, options you will
probably see in your settings.

Scrivener costs $19.99 on iOS and $45 on Mac.

Instead, select WPA2 with AES. AES is newer and more
secure, and you can use it to achieve top speeds on your
N router. Click here to see how your router’s security
can affect its speed.
After you do all this, give yourself a pat on the back. You’re
on your way to becoming a networking pro!
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How else can you make your home network more efficient?
Be sure to listen or download my podcasts, or click here
to find it on your local radio station. You can listen
to the Kim Komando Show on your phone, tablet or
computer. From buying advice to digital life issues, click
here for my free podcasts.
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Safely Connect to Public Wi-Fi Hotposts on Your Mac, iPhone or iPad
byAlexander Fox, applegazette.com
When you’re out and about, you probably have access to more
wireless internet, or Wi-Fi connections, than you realize. Most
cities have at least one broadband provider that offers subscribers
on-the-go Internet access via public Wi-Fi. And even if you’re not
a subscriber to that service, coffee shops and hotels almost always
provide public Wi-Fi connections. Of course, these connections
are open to everyone, so they’re not always very safe. Use these
recommendations to safely connect to public Wi-Fi networks
around the world.

1. Navigate to “System Preferences” by clicking the Apple icon
in the upper-left of your mac and selecting “System Preferences.”

General Safety Recommendations
Before we get into device-specific recommendations, let’s discuss
some general guidelines that will keep you safe on public WiFi networks no matter what device you’re using.
1. Make sure you’re connecting to the right network

2. Click on the “Sharing” icon.

Hackers can set up their own “decoy” Wi-Fi networks with the
same (or similar) name as common Wi-Fi access points. For
example, if you’re at a Starbucks, you’ll want to connect to
“Google Starbucks,” not something like “Starbucks Wi-Fi.” If
you’re not sure what network to connect to, ask the staff.
2. Save secure tasks for later
If you can avoid it, don’t send any sensitive information over an
untrusted or public Wi-Fi network. For example, avoid banking
or shopping while connected to public Wi-Fi.
3. Use a VPN if you have access to one

3. If any of the check boxes on the left-hand side of the screen
are checked, turn them off.

If you have access to a virtual private network, or VPN, take
advantage of that while you’re on a public network. This won’t
work on all public networks, but if you have access to the service,
it’s worth trying.
Safely Connecting to Public Wi-Fi on a Mac
Connecting to a public Wi-Fi network on your Mac is fast and
easy, but you should take some steps before you connect.
2. Turn on the Firewall

Before you connect to a public or untrusted Wi-Fi network, turn
off any file or service sharing you have enabled on your Mac.

You’ll also want to disable unauthorized incoming connections
on your Mac using macOS’s built-in firewall.

The

1. Turn off Sharing
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1. Navigate to “System Preferences” by clicking the Apple icon
in the upper-left of your mac and selecting “System Preferences.”

3. Enable Stealth Mode
Even with your firewall blocking most incoming connections,
your computer isn’t completely safe. If you can make your
machine completely invisible on untrusted networks, you’re
far less likely to be a target. Fortunately, macOS has a “stealth
mode,” and enabling it will keep your computer from responding
to ping requests.
1. Navigate to “System Preferences” by clicking the Apple icon
in the upper-left of your mac and selecting “System Preferences.”

2. First, click on the “Security & Privacy” icon.

2. First, click on the “Security & Privacy” icon.

3. Then click on the “Firewall” tab.

4. Click the padlock icon in the lower left and enter your
administrator password to unlock the preference pane.

3. Then click on the “Firewall” tab.

4. Click the padlock icon in the lower left and enter your
administrator password to unlock the preference pane.
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5. Finally, click the “Turn Firewall On” button to enable macOS’s
firewall.

GAB’er

12
5. Click the “Firewall Options” button.

go awry. Still, you should follow the general recommendations
above: don’t transmit any secure information, like credit card
numbers or passwords while connected to a public Wi-Fi network.
Connecting to Wi-Fi on your iPhone or iPad
1. Tap the “Settings” icon.

6. Tick the box at the bottom that says “Enable Stealth Mode.”

2. Tap the “Wi-Fi” menu.

4. Use HTTPS to secure your connection

Use HTTPS whenever possible. This secure version of the
HTTP protocol encrypts the data sent between your computer
and a website with SSL. You can tell if a website is using SSL
by looking at your browser’s address bar. If you see a padlock
icon there, or “https://” at the beginning of the URL, you’re in
good shape.
Many websites automatically support HTTPS today, but not all.
You can “force” websites into HTTPS mode by tying a “S” into
the URL (i.e., changing http:// to https://), but not every
website will support the service.

3. Select the Wi-Fi network you want to connect to from the list
of options.

Safely Connect to Public Wi-Fi on iOS

4. If necessary, tap to accept the network’s terms and conditions.

Connecting safely to public Wi-Fi on iOS is actually extremely
simple. Since the iOS system is less user-configurable than the
macOS operating system, there’s less opportunities for things to

Conclusion

The

If you don’t want to be bothered with manually editing URLs,
check out HTTPS Everywhere, a Chrome, Firefox and Opera
extension from the Electronic Frontier Foundation. This extension
automatically using HTTPS connections whenever available, and
you can get it from the EFF.

It’s completely possible to use Wi-Fi networks safely, but
remember that security is the opposite of convenience.
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GAAB Internet Addresses
Names

E-Mail Addresses

Aaron Ambrosino........ aambrosi@mac.com
Gary Blizzard.............. gmblizzard@aol.com
Mark Bogossian........... mark@castlecomp.com
Steve Bradley.............. ssbradley@adelphia.net
John Buckley............... jbuckley@nycap.rr.com
Sheldon Carnes............ sheldoncarnes@hotmail.com
Tina Cook.................... twonotrump@nycap.rr.com
Anthony Eldering........ tonye11@verizon.net
Trudy Ellis................... TE52@earthlink.net
Lilajane Frascarelli...... afrascar@nycap.rr.com
Les Goldstein............... lgoldst1@nycap.rr.com
Richard Hester............. hesterfp@capital.net
Ottmar Klaas................ ottmar.klaas@gmail.com
Michael LaFrank......... mglafrank@gmail.com
Thomas Levanduski.... msglevnduski@aol.com
Cecilia MacDonald...... cecilia@midtel.net
Mike Mannarino.......... rfd230@nycap.rr.com
Roger Mazula.............. aluzam@aol.com
Brendan O’Hara.......... bohara1@nycap.rr.com
Eric/Lee Rieker............ Erieker@aol.com
AbdurRahman Rozell.. aryr100@gmail.com
Judith Schwartz........... jfschwartz2@earthlink.net
Saul Seinberg............... saul.seinberg@gmail.com
Bill Shuff..................... wjshuff@earthlink.net
Shelly Weiner.............. olliedawg@yahoo.com
Lou Wozniak............... louw@nycap.rr.com

To start or renew your GAAB
membership, see Tim Cook or send
your fees payable to him at the
following address:
Timothy Cook
1 Infinite Loop
Cupertino, CA 95014
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Visit GAAB on the Internet at http://www.applebyters.com
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